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" Lone and weary life seemed, when
First these pictures of the pen

Grew upon my page,
But I still hare loving friends,
And the peace our Father sends

Cheers the heart of age.''

Mr. Whittier's share in the profits of the first
issue of " Snow-Bound" amounted to ten thou-
sand dollars, a success which, greatly surprised
him; but there was always mingled with the sur-
prise and pleasure of the competence that had
come to him so unexpectedly, the regret that his
mother and sister had passed away without enjoy-
ing the added comforts and luxuries it was now in
his power to supply. Besides the great break in
his home which seems immediately to have given
rise to this poem, the close of the long period of
struggle with the slave power undoubtedly affected
him by giving a rebound to the more peaceful
movements of his nature. The years from 1832
to 1865 had been the years of his greatest mental
activity. Besides his extensive correspondence and
prose writings, he wrote during this period nearly
three hundred poems, more than a third of which
bore directly or indirectly upon the subject of
slavery.

Some other American poets, even those who had
written bravely against the system of slavery, con-
sented to leave out of their collected works such
poems as would be offensive to their Southern
readers. Whittier never made this concession to
popular prejudice, and issued no edition of his
works that did not present him as an uncompro-
mising foe of slavery. But it was easy to see that